
Page 1 of 7 
The Ditty Bag - Lake Canyon Yacht Club, Canyon Lake Texas 

© Copyright 2007-2010 Lake Canyon Yacht Club ï P.O. Box 18554, San Antonio, TX 78218-0554 

Volume 42 Number 3 
March 2010 

$NLLNCNQD½R 3DONQS 
By David Bray 

The lake is finally full, now GBRA is letting out more than is 
coming in. Oh well, nice for now. We will hopefully have some 
good spring rains to carry us through the summer and fall. 

Margaret McGill has stepped up and taken on activities and 
she will have a column in this DB. We need someone who has 
been a participant in the Easter Egg Hunt to take charge of 
food or refreshments. We still have several activities that need 
hosts or they will not happen. Get some friends and come on 
down and have some fun. Speaking of volunteering, Carolyn 
tells me we have received 4 forms back. 350 member units 
and 4 forms have come back and those are from the people 
who always show up. Think about it. 

Februaryôs breakfast was great thanks to Pat Ketchum and her 
band of merry breakfast makers. I would name them all but 
sure as I did Iôd leave someone out, but it was great. Iôll be 
doing it in March and it will be a tall order to match them. 

The lake is back and if the weather ever settles down there will 
be some fine sailing. See you at the lake. 

David Bray 

Activities Chair 
By Margaret McGill 

I planned to volunteer for the job of activities chair after I 
retire in a few years. But I guess opportunities like this are 
sort of like having a baby ï you know you want one 
eventually but you get pregnant just before you thought you 
were ready. You do the best you can and usually 
everything turns out OK. My goal is to support the mission 
of LCYC by providing delicious, nutritious food for hungry 
sailors, their crews, and their families within the budget. Oh, 
and to sail every chance I get! 

So, ready or not itôs a new sailing season and weôre looking 
for helpers. Some events have already been claimed, so 
please look at the calendar and let me know what you want 
to do. Maybe youôd like to be involved but donôt want to be 
in charge; maybe you DO want to be in charge! Maybe you 
like to shop or cook, but not clean up. Maybe you hate to 
cook but you like to make everything neat again. Maybe 
youôd like to organize the kitchen. Maybe you know a better 
way to do some of the things weôve always done. We need 
shoppers, cleaners, cooks, servers, people who like to give 
parties, people who like to go to parties, people who like to 
eat and people who like to feed other people. Thanks to 
everyone who has already said they intend to help. 
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Iôd like to talk to someone who plans to bring children to the 
Easter Egg Hunt April 3, especially if you want to help 
organize it. 

Iôve inventoried the kitchen supplies and cleaned out the 
refrigerators. I discarded stuff that met the following criteria: 

(1) I couldnôt figure out what it was; 
(2) It was freezer burned, moldy, smelly, inappropriately 

mushy or firm, or otherwise unappetizing; 
(3) It was not labeled; 
(4) The ñuse byò date had expired by at least a year (just 

kidding, some were only expired by 6 months); or  
(5) I thought it was unsafe 

Please, when you use the kitchen: 

1. Label anything you put in the refrigerator, freezer, or 

pantry with the date it was opened and the purpose 
(markers are in the drawer to the left of the sink). 

2. Discard any leftovers before leaving the club ï take it 

home, give it away, feed it to the critters, or throw it 
away. 

3. Wear plastic gloves if youôre handling food served raw 
like salads, fruits or vegetables. 

4. Wash your hands with soap and warm water before 

preparing food and after using the restroom. 
5. Please donôt work in the kitchen if youôre ill. 

6. Recycle anything you can. There are red recycle bins 

just outside the kitchen door. 
7. Leave the sinks and counters clean and dry, the ovens 

and stoves clean, and the dirty dish towels and aprons 
on the floor by the rear sink. 
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8. Supervise children in the kitchen. 

Let me know if you identify a need for any supplies or tools 
ï there is a steno pad in the drawer under the phone with 
pens and pencils which Iôll check regularly. Or email me 
Margaret.mcgill@gmail.com, or call 210-365-4815. Please 
check with me prior to buying anything. 

Be safe. 

Thanks to Pat Ketchum, Les and Janet Robertson, their 
daughter Julie Grier and granddaughter Jennifer Grier, Sue 
Radley, and David Rudduck for a perfectly wonderful 
Commodoreôs Breakfast on Valentineôs Day. The food was 
gourmet, and about 60 people were there! Next month the 
Commodoreôs Breakfast is March 14, and David Bray is 
your host. 

See you on the lake or in the kitchen, Margaret 

Youth Sailing 
By Bill McVey 

LCYC will be hosting the Texas Sailing Association's Spring 
Fling Youth Regatta on March 20-21. Youth sailors (ages 7-
19) will race in Optis, Laser 4.7s, Laser Radial, and double-
handed 420s. 

This will be the sixth year that LCYC has hosted one of the 
fourteen TSA Youth Regattas. Each year the attendance at 
our regatta has grown, from 38 the first year, to 69 in 2009! 
The kids and their parents love coming to our club where the 
racing is great, the camping is fun, the food is wonderful, and 
the hospitality is spectacular! And they all covet our beautiful 
lake! One of the major benefits of hosting these regattas is that 
8-10 of our own LCYC youth sailors typically take part, which 
has given them increased interest and sailing proficiency. 

Our youth regatta has become one of LCYCs biggest sailing 
events, second only to Wurstfest. Last year's regatta required 
about 45 volunteers to staff the two race courses, registration 
and scoring, and preparing and serving almost 800 meals! We 
anticipate the same for 2010, so please put on your volunteer 
hats once again and help LCYC put on another great success. 
Try to get a position on one of our race committees if you want 
to see some really amazing, accomplished young sailors. 
Peter Young is chairing the regatta this year. Please contact 
him (or Bill McVey) if you have any questions or would like to 
sign up to help. Mo Simmons has bravely volunteered to 
handle the meals and will need about 20-25 assistants (split 
into 3 shifts, probably) to get the job done. Contact Mo directly 
if you can volunteer to help in the galley. 

Youth Sailing Program Update 
By Kellie Terrell, Youth Chair 

The Youth Sailing Committee met in January and February 
to plan the events for our youth sailors in 2010. A variety of 
activities will be scheduled throughout the year for youth 
sailors, including Instructional, Club Racing, and 
Recreational, as well as opportunities to participate in TSA 
Circuit Regattas. 

Activities Chair (Continued from page 1) Many youth sailing activities are already on LCYCôs 
calendar, however, the Recreational activities are a new 
feature of the Youth Sailing Program and will be added to 
the calendar pending Board approval of the proposed 
dates. Once approved, these new events will be posted on 
LCYCôs calendar, as well as on the Youth Sailing webpage. 
If you havenôt visited the Youth Sailing webpage on LCYCôs 
new website, be sure to check it out at http://www.lcyc.net/
youthsailing.html! 

Youth Sailing representatives for 2010 are as follows: 
Youth Chair ï Kellie Terrell; Instruction ï Chris Besch; TSA 
Rep ï Peter Young; Recreation ï Kellie Terrell; Fleet 
Maintenance ï Bill McVey, Harold Simmons. LCYC has a 
great group of youth sailors and adult ñyouth sailing 
enthusiastsò! Weôre looking forward to a fun-filled year on 
and off the water with Youth Sailing! 

With all of the activities scheduled for 2010, there will be 
plenty of opportunities to come out and support our youth 
sailors! Please contact Kellie Terrell at 210.381.4263 if 
youôd like to volunteer with Youth Sailing events. 

Docks and Grounds 
By Bob Middleton 

The most important news is that Canyon Lake has reached 
the desired level of 909 feet! For now that takes away worry 
of reconfiguring the marina and makes sailing a lot safer 
and enjoyable. Last week the D & G crew moved ñAò Dock 
back to its original location. Now we have added space to 
maneuver between ñAò and ñBò Docks. Caution ï watch out 
for floating debris on the lake. 

New breakwater lighting (110VAC instead of solar) 
installation has been held up, but the materials are now on 
hand and work scheduled to start soon. The issue with 
solar lighting was the high cost of solar lights and short life. 

The Board has selected and approved a new roof to cover 
the Mckown Deck. Steve Wilson along with Josef Scherm 
came up with a very unique design that matches the club 
house roof. It will improve the appearance of LCYC and 
provide more usable deck space under all weather 
conditions. 

Letters were mailed out to members with Hydro Hoist 
electrical deficiencies in January. Thanks for the positive 
member response to meet the March 1 correction deadline. 
Despite the negative February weather, we should be on 
target. The next most noted electrical safety concern is that 
of 30 AMP power cords in the water. Possible solutions ï 
run cords over the bow of the boat or support them with 
bungee cords. 

You may have noticed a few columns on Superdock 

marked off with orange cones ï column support plates bent 

upright. Rain had collected in the columns (no escape 

holes), and expanded when subjected to the record freeze 

conditions in January. Thatôs the force of nature and 

another repair job for D & G! 

mailto:Margaret.mcgill@gmail.com
http://www.lcyc.net/youthsailing.html
http://www.lcyc.net/youthsailing.html
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Race Chairman Report 
By Bubba Horner 

Keel Boats 02/13/2010  

After 2 weeks of constant cold, damp, dank, gray, rainy 
weather, with very little sunshine, everyone starting to get 
"cabin fever", and the first time in history of weather reporting, 
all 48 of our contiguous states had snow on the ground at the 
same time, we were blessed with one of the most perfect of 

sailing days on 
Saturday, Feb. 13, 
2010. 

Wind was out of 190 
degrees at between 8
-12 mph with hugh 
shifts, all the way 
from 150-210 
degrees, only to settle 
down to around the 
mean of 190 degrees. 
Shifts lasted only four 
to five minutes so 
even if were possible 
to move marks, would 

have been a disaster to be chasing wind all day. 

Bob Middleton was 
PRO, with Lynn 
Simpson main scribe, 
Betty Rourke and I 
mainly observed. 
Wayne Eckstine 
assisted Dave 
Sanford, and is really 
doing great work on 
chase boat. Had a 
new GPS that he was 
checking results with 
Dave and gaining 
confidence. Feel we 
have a very good 
core for running races, especially when throw in Bob Taylor, 
Bill Webb, Pete Macler and the multitude of racers that have a 
wealth of knowledge to tap into. 

Bill McVey won J-22, race 1 for day, but with Brian Zars sailing 
Dad's boat, cinched 
1st place overall with 
a 2nd place finish. 

Wayne Peacock, with 
wife, Ginny, and Fred 
Am Rhein, as crew, 
sailed very well with 2 
close 3rd places. 
Really helps to sail 
every race to have 
chance to trophy in 
tough fleet like J-22. I 
felt that Harold 
Simmons would take 

3rd place overall, but Jim Garity/Randy Dent had 1st place in 
last race of day to break tie with Harold."It ain't over til it's 
over". 

Scott/Bruce Dunn had off day for them. Usually right up in fight 
for trophy. 

Bobby Gross had to throw-out a 1st place! Easily won the 
PHRF 200 and above fleet. 

Tom Geis dominated PHRF 199 and below fleet with 4, 1st 
places. 

Great meal by Luzia and Wayne Weston, Mary Lindsey, and 
Sue Radley. 

Board Boats 02/14/2010  

Couldn't get any consistent weather forecast for today. Did 
have a norther forecast to arrive sometime in late afternoon, 
but not much said about wind before arrival. Best way to 
handle situation is just do it. RC boat anchored for a southwest 
wind. RC boat was composed of PRO Bob Middleton, Lynn 
Simpson, Betty Rourke and Bryant Boyington. Chase boat 
driver and GPS guy was Wayne Eckstine. Met Bryant and 
fellow USAA computer worker, Arif Ahmed, were standing at 
super dock just before we left, asking if we needed any help. 
We always need help, and besides, it is a opportunity for more 
people to gain experience in running of races. Arif and I went 
with Wayne on Chase boat. A 3rd hand really helps. 

We all can't be a Dave Sanford or Mark Hudson, that can 
single handed do the work of 3 average dudes. 

Set windward mark at 
270 degrees, wind 4-
6 mph. 2nd windward 
mark set at about 1/3 
distance of Scots and 
Fish mark. 

Bob gave them a 6-4-
2 course for race 7. 
Chris Powers and his 
4 year old son started 
about 5 minutes late, 
but really closed the 
gap. 

Had 50 degree wind 
stiff to the right, a 
veer, near end of 
race. Moved both weather marks to 320 degrees. 

Had nice wind at start of races, but very quickly the entire lake 
turned to glass. Was the calm before the storm, only we did 
not know when it would occur. Bob shortened course, and took 
finishes at leeward mark. Bob gave a 3:15PM time to 
abandoned races because of lack of wind. At that time, 3 
sounds were given and N flag raised and all headed back 
home. 

Great meal provided by Wayne and Luzia Weston, Mary 
Lindsey, Sue Radley. 

Chris Powers won 1st place in Scots with 4 year old son as 

(Continued on page 4) 

"Brian Zars hardens up to close hauled, port 
tack, followed by Bill McVey and Jim Garity/
Randy Dent" 

"Wayne Peacock followed by Scott/Bruce Dunn 
about to round leeward mark by hardening up 
on port tack" 

"Henry McGill's J-80, with Chuck Begley driving 
trying to catch Tom Geis, heading to windward 
mark, starboard tack" 

One second after Sunfish start, note that blue 
and white flag dropped and fleet 3 flag (Opti) 
raised, rolling start. Dave Sanford appears to 
have more wind, Andy Kniffin concerned about 
Chris Besch to leeward, all on starboard tack. 
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Notices / Subleases / Collectables  

Free to LCYC members:  
Short personal ads in the Ditty Bag. Contact the Ditty Bag Editor at DittyBag@LCYC.net  

LCYC member business card ad in Ditty Bag:  
$5/month, $50/year, paid in advance. Contact the Club Administrator at ClubAdmin@LCYC.net  

Slip sublease availability to LCYC members:  
If you are looking for someone to sublease your slip, or if you want to sublease someoneôs slip, call Carolyn Cole, 210-590-7100. Your 
name and contact information will be included on the sublease contact list in the next Ditty Bag. All subleases require Board approval. 
Maximum term of subleases is 6 months.  

LCYC polo shirts and caps with embroidered LCYC burgee for sale; Contact Carl or Pat Hendrickson for size and 

color availability 

LCYC mugs, decals, totes, gifts, and more are available through the Shipôs Store on www.LCYC.net  

Information for Hill County Yacht Clubôs races and events can 
be found on their website: www.HCYC -TX.com  

 

Find more information on LCYC events, RSVP for LCYC events, and register for LCYC races on the LCYC website: 
www.LCYC.net  

Note: The Canyon Lakeôs level is up to just over 900 ft. - Daily and yearly graphs of the lakeôs level are available on www.LCYC.net 

LCYC Members Desiring to Sublease a Slip : Michael Schroeder, 210-844-2340; Ulf Balldin, 210-663-7391 
Subleases Available to LCYC Members : Jim Collier, 830-624-6873  

crew. 

Chris Besch won 1st 
place Fish. 

Dave Sanford and 
Andy Kniffin were tied 
at 15 each, but Dave 
broke it on winning 
last race. 

Esiquiel Bilger won 
Opti 1st place overall, 
but he and Shaun 
Besch each had a 1st 
place today. 

Club sailing activities is really starting to kick in high gear 
starting next weekend with beginning sailing classes. 

LCYC Catalina 22 Fleet Report 
LCYCôs Catalina 22 fleet (Fleet 32) is holding a March 
Membership Drive. We want to hear from all the Catalina 22 
owners who are interested in rebuilding our fleet. 

There are many advantages to having a strong active Catalina 
22 fleet. First, itôs a ton of Fun! Who doesnôt like meeting 
people with common interests and experiences? An active 
fleet develops its membersô sailing proficiency faster than 
trying to learn and improve individually. 

Race Chairman Report (Continued from page 3) Additionally, a strong fleet creates greater local demand for 
our boats, increasing the Catalina 22s local resale value.  

The Catalina 22 is a great boat for club racing. Due to the wide 
range of skill levels, and the differences in how our boats are 
set up (Cruising vs. racing, wet slip vs. trailer sailed, etc.), 
there is something for everyone. You can expect a greater 
diversity from our fleet than you will see in a very competitive 
fleet such as the J-22. This provides a much less intimidating 
environment to develop your sailing and racing skills. At the 
end of the day, we all have one thing in common; we are all 
out there to have fun, and learn from one another. 

Gary Bourgeois (C-22 #555) and I learned how to sail our 
Catalinaôs well by having Dick Edwards, and Lloyd Lindsey sail 
circles around us for many years. Slowly we managed to inch 

(Continued on page 7) 

"Chris Powers tacks to starboard to clear air 
from port tackers Bruce Dunn and Doug 
Shepard" 

Fleet 32 Wants You!!  

Calling All Catalina 22 Sailors  

mailto:DittyBag@LCYC.net
mailto:ClubAdmin@LCYC.net
http://www.LCYC.net
http://www.hcyc-tx.com/
http://www.lcyc.net/



